On Confidence

How important is self-confidence? According to
Samuel Johnson, an English writer, “ self-confi-
dence is the first requisite to great undertakings. ” In
other words, when you have self-confidence, you
have faith in your capabilities, your vision, and your
future, and that makes you one step closer to your
goal.

For one thing, if you are a confident person, a
stronger-believer of your dream, when you emit the
sense of confidence, you can easily attract people
like you and persuade others to help you achieve

your dream. That’s what Barack Obama did when he

was running for U. S. presidency and what numerous
people did before and after him in order to be suc-
cessful. For another, when you have self-confi-
dence, you can accomplish things even if others are
not supportive. Such examples could be found on
scientists and actors alike who proved their value to
the world despite they were previously misunderstood
or wrongfully judged by their loved ones.

While self-confidence won’t always guarantee
that you will succeed in life, a confident person will
have at least 10 times the chance of success of a per-
son who lacks confidence. Therefore, one should not

lose confidence under whatever circumstances.
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Part IV Translation (30 minutes)

Mount Tai is located in the middle of Shandong Province. It§ one of the birthplaces of the ancient Chi-
nese culture along the Yellow River area, and is praised as the head of the Five Great Mountains. Mountain
Tai is famous for its precipitous peaks andmarvelous sceneries. Chinese emperors of different dynasties re-
garded Mountain Tai as the symbol of heaven, and they went there to offer sacrifices to the heaven and
earth. Culture celebrities in ancient Chinese composed numerous pieces of poems and calligraphy works af-
ter they had toured Mount Tai. There are 22 ancient architecture complexes, 97 ancient sites, 819 pieces of
stele and 1800 pieces of carved stones in the Mountain Tai scenic region. They offer plenty of important
physical data for the study of Chinese ancient history and calligraphy. Mountain Tai is not only a mountain

of scenery, but also a mountain of culture.



